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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Davis Cory on 2/6/09. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

receiving over a network a first request to encode one or more media program files; 

for each media program file to be encoded, receiving a selection of one or more encoding 
formats for encoding the media program file, wherein the selection is selected from at least a first 
encoding format with a first coder/decoder ("CODEC") and a second encoding format with a 
second CODEC that differs from the first CODEC, wherein the first encoding format and the 
second encoding format can be applied to the media program file, and wherein the first request 
and the selection are received from a client that is connected to the network; 

in response to receiving the first request, servicing the first request by automatically 
generating one or more encoded media files by encoding the media program in the one or more 
selected encoding formats; and 

after encoding the media program in the one or more selected encoding formats, querying 
the client as to whether the encoded media program is to be deleted, hosted, or transmitted; 

if the client, in a second request, requests hosting of the one or more encoded 
media files, automatically hosting the one or more encoded media files on a hosting server, 
wherein the hosting server is configured to allow selective access by visitors to the one or more 
encoded media files over the network, as determined by the client, wherein the hosting server is 
selected, based on the selected encoding format, from a group of dedicated hosting servers each 
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hosting a different type of encoding format, and wherein the client is enabled to choose a hosting 
server that is maintained by an entity different from that which encodes the media program, 

and if the client does not request hosting of the one or more encoded media files, 
enabling the client to access the one or more encoded media files without hosting the files for 
access on a hosting server, 

wherein 

credits are purchased by an end-user; 

a predetermined number of credits are associated with each e-commerce 
transaction associated with remote servicing of the media program; and 

pricing of said credits purchased by said end-user are inversely proportionate to a 
number of credits purchased,[[.]] wherein the method further comprises: 

causing a user interface to be displayed at the client, wherein the user interface allows 
entry of encoding requests and allows uploading of the media program from the client to a server 
over the network; 

in response to a client interacting with the user interface, providing to the client an 
encoding request form through the user interface, wherein the encoding request form includes a 
mailing bar code, and wherein the bar code is used to match shipped media program files to the 
first request to encode; and 

providing automated online design control, wherein the design control comprises the 
control of one or more of: 

sequencing of segments of the one or more encoded media files; 

timing between the segments of the one or more encoded media files; 

synchronization of text with the segments of the one or more encoded media files; 

selection of music for each segment of the one or more encoded media files; and 

alteration of the segments of the one or more encoded media files. 

2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in Claim 1, further comprising 
allowing the client to create a tree structure directory through commands for organizing encoded 
media files that are hosted at the service host. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in Claim 1, further comprising: 
providing real-time reporting of statistics on the one or more encoded media files that are 

hosted at the hosting server; and 

allowing the client to enter commands to dynamically determine whether to remove the 
one or more encoded media files from publication. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein the selective 
access includes access given to a visitor of the network and which allows the visitor to receive a 
publication of at least one of the one or more encoded media files in response to a request by the 
visitor to receive the publication. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in Claim 7 1, wherein the segments 
of the one or more encoded media files comprise two or more slides, frames, or video clips. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising at least one 
computer-readable storage medium having computer-readable program code portions stored 
therein, the computer-readable program code portions comprising: 

a first executable portion for receiving over a network a first request to encode one or 
more media program files; 



Application/Control Number: 09/502,627 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2174 

a second executable portion for receiving, for each media program file to be encoded, a 
selection of one or more encoding formats for encoding the media program file, the selection is 
selected from at least a first encoding format with a first coder/decoder ("CODEC") and a second 
encoding format with a second CODEC that differs from the first CODEC, wherein the first 
encoding format and the second encoding format can be applied to the media program file, and 
wherein the first request is received from a client that is connected to the network; 

a third executable portion for servicing the first request by automatically generating one 
or more encoded media files by encoding the media program in the one or more selected 
encoding formats, in response to receiving the first request ; 

a fourth executable portion for querying the client as to whether the encoded media 
program is to be deleted, hosted, or transmitted; 

a fifth executable portion for determining if the client, in a second request, requests 
hosting of the one or more encoded media files, and if so, automatically hosting the one or more 
encoded media files on a hosting server, wherein the hosting server is configured to allow 
selective access by visitors to the one or more encoded media files over the network, as 
determined by the client; 

a sixth executable portion for selecting the hosting server based on the selected encoding 
format, from a group of dedicated hosting servers each hosting a different type of encoding 
format, and wherein the client is enabled to choose a hosting server that is maintained by an 
entity different from that which encodes the media program; and 

a seventh executable portion for enabling the client to access the one or more encoded 
media files without hosting the files for access on a hosting server, if the client does not request 
hosting of the one or more encoded media files; 

an eighth executable portion for enabling an end-user to purchase credits, wherein a 
predetermined number of credits are associated with each e-commerce transaction associated 
with remote servicing of the media program; 

a ninth executable portion for determining that pricing of said credits purchased by said 
end-user are inversely proportionate to a number of credits purchased;[[.]] 
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a tenth executable portion for causing a user interface to be displayed at the client, 
wherein the user interface allows entry of encoding requests and allows uploading of the media 
program from the client to a server over the network; 

an eleventh executable portion for providing, in response to a client interacting with the 
user interface, to the client an encoding request form through the user interface, wherein the 
encoding request form includes a mailing bar code, and wherein the bar code is used to match 
shipped media program files to the first request to encode; and 

a twelfth executable portion for providing automated online design control, wherein the 
design control comprises the control of one or more of: 

sequencing of segments of the one or more encoded media files; 

timing between the segments of the one or more encoded media files; 

synchronization of text with the segments of the one or more encoded media files; 

selection of music for each segment of the one or more encoded media files; and 

alteration of the segments of the one or more encoded media files. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Previously Presented) The computer program product as recited in Claim 10, 
further comprising a tenth executable portion for allowing a client to create a tree structure 
directory through commands entered at the client for organizing encoded media files that are 
hosted at the service host. 

13. (Previously Presented) The computer program product as recited in Claim 10, 
further comprising: 

a tenth executable portion for providing real-time reporting of statistics on the one or 
more encoded media files that are hosted at the hosting server; and 

an eleventh executable portion for allowing a client through entering commands to 
dynamically determine whether to remove the one or more encoded media files from publication. 
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14. (Previously Presented) The computer program product as recited in Claim 10, 
wherein the selective access includes access given to a visitor of the network and which allows 
the visitor to receive a publication of at least one of the one or more encoded media files in 
response to a request by the visitor to receive the publication. 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The computer program product as recited in Claim 4-6 10, 
wherein the segments of the one or more encoded media files comprise two or more slides, 
frames, or video clips. 

18-20. (Canceled) 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Canceled) 

Reason for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Prior arts fail to teach 
individually or in combination that: "a fourth executable portion for querying the client as to 
whether the encoded media program is to be deleted, hosted, or transmitted; 

a fifth executable portion for determining if the client, in a second request, requests 
hosting of the one or more encoded media files, and if so, automatically hosting the one or more 
encoded media files on a hosting server, wherein the hosting server is configured to allow 
selective access by visitors to the one or more encoded media files over the network, as 
determined by the client; 
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a sixth executable portion for selecting the hosting server based on the selected encoding 
format, from a group of dedicated hosting servers each hosting a different type of encoding 
format, and wherein the client is enabled to choose a hosting server that is maintained by an 
entity different from that which encodes the media program; and 

a seventh executable portion for enabling the client to access the one or more encoded 
media files without hosting the files for access on a hosting server, if the client does not request 
hosting of the one or more encoded media files; 

an eighth executable portion for enabling an end-user to purchase credits, wherein a 
predetermined number of credits are associated with each e-commerce transaction associated 
with remote servicing of the media program; 

a ninth executable portion for determining that pricing of said credits purchased by said 
end-user are inversely proportionate to a number of credits purchased;[[.]] 

a tenth executable portion for causing a user interface to be displayed at the client, 
wherein the user interface allows entry of encoding requests and allows uploading of the media 
program from the client to a server over the network; 

an eleventh executable portion for providing, in response to a client interacting with the 
user interface, to the client an encoding request form through the user interface, wherein the 
encoding request form includes a mailing bar code, and wherein the bar code is used to match 
shipped media program files to the first request to encode; and 

a twelfth executable portion for providing automated online design control, wherein the 
design control comprises the control of one or more of: 

sequencing of segments of the one or more encoded media files; 

timing between the segments of the one or more encoded media files; 

synchronization of text with the segments of the one or more encoded media files; 

selection of music for each segment of the one or more encoded media files; and 

alteration of the segments of the one or more encoded media files." 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 

payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SIMON KE whose telephone number is (571)272-4062. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and Alternate Fridays 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen S. Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Peng Ke 
/Peng Ke/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2174 



